San Antonio Healthcare Now Coalition (SAHNC) Monthly Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 4, 2008 at 6:30 pm 

National Nurses Organizing Committee (NNOC), 7959 Fredricksburg Rd at Medical Dr.

in Oakhills Shopping Center next to Vision Source

http://www.healthcarenowsa.org
Attendees:  Vibeke Mendonca, Frank Valdez, Patrick Herndon, Diana Pirzada (on the phone for NNOC), Byron Tucker, Mark Camann, Arthur Valdez, Stephen Chao, Diane Kilby, Sally Tyger, Terri Brito, Vicki Avaregan (stopped by from NNOC)
Old business:  
1)  Tom’s court date—Oct 3, 1pm; Terri will be representing him in court for misdemeanor aggressive solicitation charges, with possibility of $500 fine.   Go Tom Go!  Should we do a press release?  Will consider sending out to general list when nearing date.  Diane also volunteers to provide witness testimony to the court.  Frank is still involved in the Free Speech Coalition locally, which is a related cause/subject, and will provide periodic updates.
2)  Speaker training for outreach to local organizations and congregations
-Terri and Tom met with Hector Villanueva who works with Afghanistan/Iraq veterans in faith communities; Tom notes their focus was on ‘raising funds,’ whereas ours (SAHNC) is focused on ‘raising awareness’.   This should be our focus.  
-Tom wrote out a 5 minute talk; he will send it to everyone.  Mark notes that Tom’s talk does not mention other countries.  Patrick notes that Tom’s talk provides the ‘emotive hook’ that really brings listeners in.  But then what?  Speaker training will need hard data training too in order to respond to the tough questions.  Otherwise everyone agrees that his talking points sound great and he did a great job.  Thanks Tom!
3)  Workshop on media outreach (Frank)
-TBD, not imminently needed right now
4)  Update on education efforts for local DNC delegates (Diane, Mark)
-about half received a packet who were at the send-off
-also Sicko viewing which was well-attended by about 30-40 people

-NE Bexar Dems has our info table, which was set up by Diane

-Patrick asks, what is the follow-up?  Or how?  Can we get a core of State Senators around this issue?  Leticia Van De Putte and Ruth Jones McClendon got our packets.  We’re all waiting for this state of Texas to turn ‘blue.’
5)  National Win-Win campaign/city councilmember meetings

-Jane had talked to Diane Cibrian at district meeting

-Vibeke notes COPS-Metro people advised talking to Hardberger FIRST lest blindsiding
-Patrick notes—keep up the media pressure to get council in line to approve of a resolution
-Arthur—no response from City Manager Sculley’s office yet re: city employee statistics


6)  COPS-Metro Alliance advocacy update
-good response at planning meeting; they need awareness raising primarily
-always at St Francis Catholic church; has organizing mtg next week; Jane/Vibeke will attend; Diane volunteers too to attend.  
-info meetings in congregations across the city TBD 
7)  Website problems

-Stephen and Jim will try fixing the email problem; Vibeke will get a Frontpage CD from Sally


New Business:  

8)  September 27 (Sat.), 10:00 am; Healthcare Justice Vigil at Milam Park
-planning; bullhorn; publicity is less without NNOC help this time
-Vibeke will create flyer

-Stephen talk to Judy Lerma—get on Esperanza’s calendar?

-need to put on Bexar Dems calendar; contact NNOC and other orgs

-Vibeke will contact Donna Smith for names/stories

-Mark will contact Gail  for local Dem senate district chair’s story of dying w/o healthcare
-Tom thinks doing 50 chalk outlines would be very visual
-finding a pastor?
-planning meeting prior to Vigil?

 

9)  Livingston East Side health fair, Sept 13, Sat
-Rev. Bryant Livingston organizing health fair

-Jane has already volunteered to go take blood pressures; other volunteers?
-Mark will contact Rev. Livingston
10)  Fall 2008 event planning

Calendar:  

-Sept 6th, potluck at 6:30 pm, 13838 Chisom Creek for St Francis Church (Jane)

-Sept 2nd week, COPS-Metro follow-up meeting (Jane, Vibeke, Diane, others)
-Sept 15th, NAMI meeting (Jane, Tom)

-Sept 27th, Milam Park event (die-in?)

-Oct 3th, Tom’s Trial

-Oct 6th, UnitedHealthcare and Secure Horizons @ DeZavala potential demo

-SA Womens Chamber presentation postponed until next year (Sally)

-Democratic Leadership Council presentation TBD (Mark)

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  Next meeting on Thurs, Oct. 2nd.  

