SA Healthcare NOW Coalition Mtg Minutes
Sept. 27, 2007

6:30pm, Cha Cha’s @ Bandera/410

Present:  Frank Valdez, Arthur Valdez, Diane Kilby, Vibeke Mendonca, Melanie Awtry, Stephen Chao, Jim Evans, Jane Lee Cantu, Rachel Hollander
Old Business

1)  Website:

-Jim Evans gave an update on the website.  Each member of the ‘steering committee’ now has a

‘____@Healthcarenowsa.org’ forwarding email address.  You can also access the built-in email system to use that email domain address without using your personal email; ask him if you need that access.  He also needs a point of contact so whomever contacts us through the website can have their questions answered?
-Also, news items can be posted; just send/forward the story/link to Jim and he can post them.

-How about flyers that can be posted at places like UTSA (Melanie)?  Photos from the protest in front of University Hospital?   Jane states there are many photos from the UHS protest.
-Rachel:  could there be a link from HR 676 in the text to an outside site giving an overview/explanation of 676?  Yes, says Jim.  Also please add a link to the Health Care For All Texas website (www.healthcareforalltexas.org).  

2)  Affiliation with HCFAT (Health Care For All Texas)
-Rachel, Jane, and Melanie will be traveling to Austin to meet with the Health Care For All Texas statewide coalition and their annual meeting on Sat., Sept 29.
3)  Elected and Organizational Officials Contacts
-Arthur, Vibeke, and Mark went to Councilwoman Herrera’s representative Diane Martinez on Aug 31; she was receptive and recounted her own experiences while living in Germany under universal health care.  This week he got a reply stating Councilwoman Herrera will write a letter ‘in support of the cause’ but not outright endorsing 676.
-Frank received a response from City Manager Shelley’s office regarding insurance expenditures by the City of San Antonio.  $115 million annually is spent, $95m on current employees, $20m on retirees.
-St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church on DeZavala has a ‘Social Justice’ committee meeting on Mon, Oct 1 @ 7pm.  Some NNOC people (Jane and Emelda) will be going; any takers?  Stephen will also attend.
-Vibeke is going to Kerrville UU Church on Oct 7 to speak on UHC.

-State Rep. Mike Villareal has a reception on Oct 18 coming up.

-Jane Cantu has meeting with Catholic Charities and with the Catholic Archdiocese next month.
-Arthur reports there was a Democracy for America healthcare forum on Sept. 10 in Lubbock, with speakers from Texas Tech Univ.; no media coverage and 25 ppl attended.  Point of contact is secretary of the county Democratic party.   President of the Central Labor Council of Lubbock was also in attendance and was encouraged to follow-up on 676.
-Jane reports NNOC met with the UHS board and made some headway with the CEO of UHS regarding patient advocacy. SEIU was also present.  

-Next NNOC citywide meeting is Oct 20, Nov 17, Dec 15 @ 10am, tentatively at the Cody Library on Vance Jackson.  
4)  Next meeting
-Thurs, October 11, 6:30p at Le Madeline on Broadway or Cody Library TBD
Tentative agenda:  follow-up on Austin HCFAT meeting

Adjourned at 8:20pm.

