SAHNC Meeting Minutes
10-11-07
Crossroads Mall near Bijou Theatre

Members present at meeting (9):
Diane Kilby

Vibeke Mendonca

Arthur Valdez

Melanie Awtry

Diana Pirzada

Mark Camann

Frank Valdez

Rachel Hollander

Brian Brooks

1) Diane and Vibeke discussed their trip to the Kerrville UU Church board meeting.  They reported great interest on the part of the church to endorse HR 676 and to be involved in the MLK Jr. march in Jan. 08.

2) Rachel and Melanie reported on the Health Care for All Texas (HCFAT) meeting in Ausin on Sept 29.  The steering committee then discussed pros & cons of affiliating with HCFAT.  Rachel agreed to ask Dr. Ana Malinow, leader of HCFAT, details on the continued use of our own website and other treasury questions.  

3) Arthur will draft a letter for (Congresswoman?) Alicio Herrera (sp?) to support our cause.

4) Melanie mentioned the Access Fest for Persons with Disabilities on Oct 21 (at Institute of Texan Cultures) as an opportunity to spread word on HR 676.  She knows a board member and will find out more information.

5) Mark is instrumental in attempting to get our newly created (revised and commented on by all during the meeting) Resolution for single-payer healthcare on the ballot for Texas in 2008.  We may not expect passage, but think it would be a good idea to bring up the idea seriously to voters.  Mark is planning to have the resolution notarized at the Bexar County Democrats office (3010 N. St. Mary’s St. near 281) on Tuesday at 2 pm and invites anyone and everyone to join him in signing the Resolution. Frank, Vibeke, and Diane have agreed to join. He also encourages us to get HCFAT involved in getting support by other counties to do the same so that it may be a statewide resolution.  
6) Melanie may add some info from the recently completed resolution on the goals of single payer healthcare to her flyers that she will hand out at the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) meeting at the Crown Plaza Hotel in San Antonio over the weekend of Oct 18-20.
7) Frank brought up the MLK Jr. march in Jan 08.  Everyone is excited to make a goal for getting >150 people to join us in marching and holding signs to create awareness for the current injustice in our healthcare system.  We are planning on setting up a booth there with information on HR 676 as well.  Rachel mentioned the march to HCFAT during the most recent conference call and there was some interest although there was little time left to discuss it.  Perhaps we could produce a speaker on single payer healthcare at the march too.  Mark suggested a dramatic visual statement of sick patients.  The march plans should be added to our website under current events.  Vibeke plans at the National Healthcare now meeting in Chicago in Nov to see if they could stop through San Antonio during one of their national tours to be involved in the march and/or speak at it.

8) Arthur will keep us posted on the possibility of a rally or vigil in front of Cornyn’s office to pressure for passing SCHIP.

9) Community events were brought up briefly.  Diane and Rachel thought it might be good to begin making signs for quick use in case of a rally or protest.  Signs may also be used at our meetings.   The idea of a rally in front of Santa Rosa Hospital downtown was mentioned.  No definitive plans on these subjects were made.

10) Stephen reported on the St. Francis of Assisi Social Justice meeting he attended with Emelda and Jane last week.  The chair of the church committee wants healthcare to be the topic for the next few months and is interested in having our group educate his group on single-payer healthcare.  Frank wondered where to find healthcare statistics for Bexar County. 

11) The next meeting was set for 6:30 pm in 3 weeks on Thursday, Nov 1, 2008.  The meeting adjourned about 8:20 pm.
