SAHNC
San Antonio HealthCare Now Coalition

May 1, 2008

The monthly meeting was a ‘Pot Luck’ as a going away party for Rachel Hollander, our co-chair.   She will be relocating to California next month.   Everyone brought goodies and we all enjoyed the offerings.  
A new member attended:  Pat Herndon representing HCFAT – Austin.

Old Business:   ‘Sicko’ showing at NW Vista.   A problem arose with the librarian in respect to the right/approval to show the film in the library at the school.  

NAMI March was attended by Rachel and Vibeke.  They managed to speak to the local press at the event.   Suggested we should target the uninsured among the mentally ill since they have no relevant coverage.  

Claude Black Health Fair was attended by Vibeke and Diane and Nick .   Spoke with Tommy Calvert, a local politico.   They will follow up with the East Side Coalition. 

New Business:  Vibeke, Diane and Tom have been asked to speak at local groups.  

Question of whether we should invite Eureste to our meetings?   Some thought it better to meet in his office.   

Arthur met w/ Central Union Council.

NNOC Houston  passed a resolution on H.R. 676

Upcoming Events:  TMA (Texas Medical Association) Conference will be next week and students may attend free.  Rachel is going to attend and talk to other attendees and pass out literature.  

May 4th Rally in Austin:  Discussion of who was car pooling;   also of necessary items to bring, such as a Card Table/Info Board/ Flyers.  Location of where to meet:  South Steps of Capitol.   It is supposed to run from 11am to 2pm.  Ed Copas, the organizer said there will be places for people to sit and rest while there.  

‘Unnatural Causes’ showing at Esperanza Center.   Some felt the program did not emphasize the problem of lack of insurance in its treatment of minority health.  Discussion of “claiming your message”.  Arthur suggested ‘National Health Care’ or ‘Medicare for All’ as alternatives.   

National HCN is attempting to get people to call or send postcards for the Medicare Anniversary this week, to the legislators.    

Calendar of Events – June
Suggestions: 

Join KLRN the public broadcasting channel to answer phones and raise funds.  

Jane moved that everyone bring an action to the next meeting.  Arthur seconded. 

It was suggested Health Fairs and Marches and any other events.)

It was passed by a show of hands.  

Vibeke announced there will be a Lincoln Memorial Vigil in Sept, 2008.   

Business:

Question about annual dues.  

Flyer is on line for any who want/need it. 

Mon. nite Jane will be presenting our views to St. Francis Church Social Justice Comm.   

Looking for a contact at Travis Methodist Church.   

T. Bell has scheduled a meeting with Charlie Gonzales.  

Motions for Co-Chairs.  (Since Rachel is leaving.)

Jane Cantu and Vibeke Mendonca have agreed to serve in that capacity with Frank Valdez.  

Vibeke announced that Jim has given up the web site and we will now need a new webmaster.   Mark Camann announced he would be able to do it after the June State Convention.   

HCFAT Conference Call – May 7, 2008  First Wednesday of each month.  Tom Bell agreed to do it.   

Next month the meeting will be moved to the 2nd Thur. in June, due to the State Convention being held the first week and many of our members will be attending.   

The meeting was adjourned.  
