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San Antonio Healthcare Now Coalition (SAHNC) Meeting Minutes
Thursday, Mar 6, 2008 at 6:30 pm 
National Nurses Organizing Committee (NNOC), 7959 Fredricksburg Rd at Medical Dr.

in Oakhills Shopping Center next to Vision Source
In attendance:  Mark Camann, Diane Kilby, Rachel Hollander, Diana Pirzada, Dan Boris, Patrick Herndon, Vibeke Mendonca, Arthur Valdez, Stephen Chao

1) Past Events – Update








a.
Single Payer Resolution at Caucuses


Vibeke, Mark, Jane were selected as delegates to the senatorial district 
conventions; Diane was selected alternate.  Mark hopes to see to it that the 
resolution gets to the state level platform committee.  Resolutions do not 
make it to the Democratic National Convention.
2) Local Involvement









a. Bexar County Socio-Economics Committee / Legislative Committee Leaders:  Dr. Bob Kottman and Dr. Mary Nava—had to bow out today.  Pending notice of BCMS meeting next month where SAHNC can make our presentation to them.  Strategies on how to engage?  Group agrees that physicians will be most concerned about reimbursement and self-determination.  
b. Business engagement – letter/stats – Diane, Rachel, Vince:  Patrick Herndon notes using ‘health care as a right’ will be a hot-button for some businesspeople; same goes for politicians.  Group wants to test-run on some ‘focus businesses’ before approaching larger business groups.  Group needs to contact Vince Garcia regarding the Latino Breakfast Business Club.
c. Community education
:  Needs to focus on businesses and doctors as they are the most significant opposition to 676.
d. Network with local politicians:  Representatives may support off-the-record but will ask for local business/constituent support before supporting.  

3) Networking with other groups / Alliances






a. Healthcare-Now (national group) – Texas Roadshow? – There isn’t any money available?
b. Healthcare for All Texas (HCFAT):   alliance rather than affiliation
c. Musicians Without Health Insurance:  Diane reported no response from their coordinator.  Patrick mentioned a group in Austin called the Sims organization which focuses on healthcare for musicians.
d. Progressive Democrats of America (PDA):  Mark notes they have a Houston and Dallas chapters, but few people visit their website and link exchange is probably a dead-end.
e. San Antonio Area Progressive Action Committee (SAAPAC) – website link exchanged—done!
f. Corpus Christi Healthcare group / Evelyn Bookout – Jane
4) Upcoming Events









a. International Womens’ Day, March, Mar 8:  Vibeke and Diane had planned to go but may not.  Diana and NNOC will be there!
b. Cesar Chavez March, Mar 29:  Dan says they will be having a health fair that morning at Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center; health will be the theme this year!  Diana says lots of unions go there too.

c. “Unnatural Causes” showing with Dr. Tobie Smith – Diane and Stephen will look into possibilities for showing w/ KLRN and Esperanza Center; also see who locally wants to 

d. NW Vista Student Democrats want another showing of Sicko says Mark; April 9, Weds at 2:00pm.  Diane and Mark cut it down to 1:25 to allow for Q&A afterward.
5) Communications / Support







a. Fundraising/Dues - $10 per year starting now.  What if someone can contact Willie Nelson?  Would he be interested in the Roadshow?
b. Nomination / Election of Treasurer – Diane will be treasurer;collected dues
c. Website: improvements / updates
6) Other News / Announcements









Diana notes:  May 3 or 10, NNOC will hold a community forum on the 


Patient Protection Act to prepare for re-introduction to the next Texas 


Legislature session

Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm

Minutes respectfully submitted by Stephen Chao
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