San Antonio Health Care Now Coalition

Jan. 8, 2009

Vibeke opened the meeting at 6:30pm.   

Attendees: 

Laurel Stranahan – A former nurse from Canada

Diana Pirzada – RN, representative of NNOC

Mark Camann – Music Teacher NW Vista College

Sally Tyger – interested former nurse

Michele Marlow – Clinical Social Worker

Pat Herndon – HCFAT Policy Worker

Frank Valdez – Social Worker

Byron Tucker – 

Diane Dusteroff – First Unitarian Former President of Board

Vibeke Lee – Social Worker

Mark has updated the Web site and passed out copies of the new sites pages.  The “join us” button still does not work!  Vibeke will attempt to contact Stephen Chao who we believe has the software.   Mark cannot update the Java either.  

Diana attended the HCN in Chicago and reported on the programs and goals of the group .   She reiterated the National health insurance call in day.  Thursday, Jan 15th is the national call in day.  There is to be a program on PBS regarding single payer, no date or time mentioned.  
Pat Herndon discussed that legislators and lobbyists are connected by massive money.   And that massive groups of people will need to apply pressure to legislators to change any minds. 

Update on the MLK March:   We will meet in front of the middle school at 10 am.  The Boys and Girls Club.   There are Park and Ride at Randolph and Crossroads, and perhaps we would like to meet at one or the other and ride down together.  

There was discussion of the unions supporting single payer programs, but the members not being aware of it.   It was decided we needed some liaison with the unions.  Diana Pirzada and Arthur Valdez were voted to be the  representatives to the unions.  Motion made by Mark; second by Vibeke.  Passed by voice vote.  

Diana indicated that Linda Chavez Thompson plans to be in San Antonio soon and she was active in the Clinton Administration in the labor dept. and still acts as liaison to the AFL and CIO.  

Goals for 2009:

Outreach and Education
Check when is National Insurance Week

Continue to approach churches.

Outreach to the Business Community

National Universal Health Care Day in Wash. D.C. 

National Day of Action

A local event in May as a San Antonio Day of Action

Diana will be attending a Labor Event in St. Louis, MO regarding organizing and outreach for health care.  She will report back when she returns.  

Meeting was adjourned.  

