SAHNC 01/03/2008 meeting minutes:
Thursday, Jan. 3, 2008 at 6:30 pm, Unity Church, 1723 Lawndale 
Those in attendance:
 

Diane Kilby 
Diana Pirzada
Arthur Valdez
Vibeke Mendonca
Mark Camann
Sally Tyger

Jonathan P. Vela

Kay Ford * (new)

Anna Alicia Romero

Emilio Cantu

Jesse Romero

Jane Cantu

Meeting started at 6:30pm

Updates:
1) MLK jr. March Jan. 21, 2008   

· Discussion centered around literature handout and its wording.   Also, a meeting space for after the March.   No space to participate later.  Vibeke will contact Grabriella at the Esperanza Center to see about an after-march meeting space.  Diane also will attempt to locate other meeting spaces at St. Philips College and other locations in the area of the march.  There was discussion of the Methodist Church, which last year offered hot chocolate after the march.  

· The NNOC (National Nurses Organizing Committee) will also march that day in scrubs and signs relating to health care.  Diana Pirzada and Jesse Romero were representing the organization.  They also announced the opening of their new offices at 7959 Fredericksburg Rd., #135 on Sat. Jan. 5, 2008 from 6P -9P.  

· Diane said we should have a poster making meeting prior to the march at Unity meeting space or somewhere else.   It was suggested the meeting be 1/17/2008 at about 4:30 pm.   

· Vibeke suggested we show the shorter video on a continuous loop on a portable DVD player at the after-march meeting.   Jane suggested it might not be large enough to see.   Sally said she had access to a projector for laptops if the laptop provided could run DVD’s.  This way it could be projected onto a blank wall.  

· Vibeke and Diane suggested we might share a space with someone already having a space for after march meetings.   It was suggested we discover who already has booths and where located.   

· Jonathan Vela indicated he might have access to Democratic headquarters for copies to hand out at the march.  

2) Ballot Initiative

· State Democratic Senate District Committee Meeting will be held next Saturday, Jan.  12, 2008 in Austin.   Mark is attempting to get a meeting with Charlie Jones, who is also on the committee. 

3) Ciro Rodriguez Coffee Meeting

· Brent (?) an aide to Rep. Rodriguez will attempt to set up a meeting prior to Jan. 14, 2008 when the Congress goes back into session.   Vibeke said he prefers meetings on Saturdays, rather than Sundays... Vibeke will continue to follow up.   

· [Since the meeting the arrangements for this meeting have fallen apart due to the lack of meeting place and time.  Mark is continuing to attempt to locate a meeting place in Rodriguez district for the Jan 10, 2008 at 7 pm.]

4) Senator Van de Putte Meeting

· We are attempting to get a meeting with Sen. Letitia Van de Putte as she is also on the committee.   Diana P. (NNOC) said they are also having a meeting with van de Putte regarding the Hospital Patient Protection Act on Wed. Jan. 9, 2008.  

5) Organizing with U.S. Senate candidate Ray McMurray

· Mark suggested we invite Ray McMurray to speak at the meeting after the march.  There was some discussion since his opponent in the race, Noriega will also attend and probably be speaking,   They are running for the U.S.Senate to oppose Cornyn.  Jane Cantu will contact someone from the university at which McMurray teaches.

6) HCFAT Affiliation  -  no discussion.

7) PO Box 

      -  is in service.   Address is:   Healthcare Now Coalition

                                                      P.O. Box 700544

                                                      San Antonio, TX  78270

8) Banner

· Arthur Valdez said he had located a manufacturer for the banner.   Ezra Kahn (sp) on Bandera Rd. will make a 3foot by 6foot banner for $76.  There was considerable discussion about the wording for the banner and it was finally (!) agreed to change the wording and exchange the MLK quote with the Single Payer line.   Also some discussion of the website address on the banner.   Arthur said he will check with the maker in respect to determining if it will be possible.  

9) Fundraising/Dues

· This discussion came to a rapid conclusion since we have no treasurer and no viable way to currently collect or account for dues.  We did collect some money (?) for Arthur to pay for the banner.   

New Business:
10) Networking with other groups.

· Jonathan Vela indicated he was in contact with members of the College Democrats at UTSA with 30 – 50 people.  Some will attend the MLK March.  

· He has also contacted people at Incarnate Word with about 15 – 20 people.  

· Jane Cantu indicated she was going to check at St Francis, her church to see if they could have a “Sicko” showing.   She indicated the Social Justice Committee at the church might agree to let her speak to them regarding single payer health care.  

· Diane is still doing the newsletter.  

· NW Vista had another showing of ‘Sicko’ and had increasing participation of students and faculty.   An instructor has included a health care segment in his program.  

11) Website:   

· Has added the “Join Now” button to it.    Mark suggested we should attempt to get linked with primary Democratic websites, not only locally but also nationally.  

Other Announcements:
       Kay Ford, attendee

· discussed our support for her idea of citywide labs to do diagnostic tests at little 
   or no cost for people to determine their healthcare problems before they 

· become acute.   The discussion basically revolved around the fact that our group is more interested in overall health care access for individuals than the specifics of diagnosis and treatment.  She was advised to contact Dr. Guerra at Metro Health for additional input about low cost tests and treatment.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

Next meeting:  Thursday, February 7th, 2008 at 6:30 pm at Unity Church Community Room.

Respectfully submitted,

Sally Tyger, Temporary Minute Taker

