SAHNC 04/03/2008 meeting minutes:
Thursday, April 3, 2008 at 6:30 pm, NNOC Offices, 7959 Fredericksburg Rd. SATX
Those in attendance:
Rachel Hollander
Diane Kilby 
Diana Pirzada
Arthur Valdez
Vibeke Mendonca
Mark Camann
Sally Tyger

Antoinetta Gonzales, M.D. (New) 
Carla Garcia (New)

Tom Bell (New)

 Meeting started at 6:30pm

Updates:
1) Past Events:

International Womens Day March, March 8th.  No report

Cesar Chavez March, March 29th. No report. 

Senate District Meetings, March 29th. Mark Camann reported that all Senate Districts had passed the Universal Health Care Resolution and he would find out at the State Convention in June how well the Resolution did at the statewide level.  Mark reported that he had been reliably informed that Rick Noriega was instrumental in the defeat of our resolutions in January at the State meeting.  
2) Local Involvement:

Medical Community:  Meeting with the Bexar County Committees and Dr. Bob Kottman and Mary Nava.   No meeting has been scheduled.  Frank Valdez has been invited to speak to Dr. Rebecca Vela’s class on “Social Policy”.  

PNHP:  Open Letter to larger list of area doctors.  Vibeka reported that there are more than 30 doctors in San Antonio on the list and over 4600 in the state of Texas.  Diane will continue work on a letter.  It was suggested that the terms “single payer” be omitted, to indicate that some other form of universal health care might be considered. 

Rachel reported the State meeting of the Medical Association of Texas will meet May 8th in S.A.  She will check with the S.A., Visitors and Convention Bureau for exact dates.  Vibeka thought we should attempt to at least pass out flyers at their meeting if possible.  

Dr. Gonzalez suggested we approach the Hispanic Medical Society.  

Networking with other groups:

Networking with Politicians:  Tom Bell (new) suggested approaching congress persons in their offices.   He suggested “sit-ins” might be effective.  Vibeke said we need to communicate that we have a “National Crisis”  over health care at present.  

Frank suggested we need patients to protest more than doctors or medical personnel.   That if a group of patients mass together to protest it would have more effect on government action than a group of doctors or other approaching them.  

Frank reported a picket march on El Mirador restaurant on April 4th.  Vibeke also announced a meeting for NAMI (National Association for the Mentally Ill) on April 12th, in Brackenridge Park. 

Upcoming Events:
Rachel asked if we wished to participate in the May 4th HCFAT Rally in Austin.   There was no consensus on participation.  

Mark announced a showing of “Sicko” at NW Vista on April 9th at 2pm.  There was a suggestion of using a donation box at the showing.  Mark said the college would not allow it.  

Mark and others will be attending the State Convention in June in Austin.   Sally reported that there will be a $400 charge for a table in the Exhibit area.   We will consider passing out flyers during the convention.  It was suggested our meeting for June be set back to the 2nd Thursday, instead of 1st, since the State Convention begins on the 1st Thursday.

In September the Esperanza Center will show the PBS documentary “Unnatural Causes”.  Should we ask PBS how we may participate?   Some suggested a Town Hall meeting with various politicians or local community leaders to answer questions.  Dr. Guerra of Metro Health is to be on a panel, we understand.  


Communication/Support:

     Fundraising:   $10 per year, contribute if you have not done so. 

Speakers group is headed by Mark and Vibeke.   We need to find new venues to                     speak and present our information. 

Vibeke reported that the website is in limbo at present at the webmaster, Jim has just had open heart surgery  and is still recovering.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm. 


