SA Healthcare NOW
April 1 2010 Meeting Notes
Attending: Mark, Vibeke, Byron, Pat, Noelia, Charles & Diane
Mark stated though broad reaches in community working for Single-payer we need to concentrate on Single-payer.  Understanding that each member may have different opinions and functions, resist temptation for criticism and move past debate on already passed legislation.

Suggested it be called a National healthcare Program as PNHP per Pat.

National Campaign

· Discussion of Massa’s Plan:

1. take basic ideas adopt, discussion  of need to focus on only Single-payer or also any upcoming healthcare issues primarily related to improving passed bill.  Majority appeared to endorse that supporting reform was important  along with  primary focus on Single-payer
2. Help other states that have a good chance of passage of SP issue.

3. Help change availability of Medicare and Medicaid to limit Insurance grasp of $.

· Voted to endorse HR 4789 by Alan Grayson for a buy in to Medicare

· SB 703 has no co-sponsors per Pat and doubtful


· Pat reported on phone call with Sebelius, states no real substance, providers frustrated.

1. There is a best bill- all funds into one agency, save for localizing state action

(Shapleigh bill?)

State level initiatives
· HCFAT meeting in Schulenburg  notes of meeting provided.
1. Need to have single voice with same message statewide.
· Vibeke met with Ciro and MoveOn.  Good meeting with Ciro, very positive regarding reform
No planned events at this time.

Communication
· Arthur has set up facebook fan page for SAHNC.   Good place to connect with others.
· Website Mark will be doing updates.

1. If you want anything posted please forward to Mark.

2. Health Insurance Reform Bill is posted on the articles page.

· Email list is transitioning over to Yahoo Group but Mark continues  to monitor on Google.

Other business

· Vibeke says she will talk with Patti Radle to broaden our input with city progressives

· Pat suggest monitoring who is testifying at city meetings to target for education on our issue.

Meeting adjourned.

